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>, "xg of the Comp etion of this 

-ediftion, - that it muf needs be that Of 
— but ſhall p oe to demen- 
coming. Jn eder to give this 
Matter its dyn Light, let it be. confi> 
——— that _— Stu) Warrrew ſays of the 
& Lale ſeems to expreſs 
ora ays, 33 
le the N un, Wis r re 


wiſe ro be expected, we cannot in Reuſon 
t that Offenoes wall 


imagine or fuppole, b 
come. And thus mdeec a Words 


bothers tran ſend was nderſtood. For 


ve cannot fuppole, but "che G 
pleaſed, could inter pc o and pte vent ſuch 
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tions to fall, or that the 3 or 
| Order of the World could: not ſubſiſt, un 
leſs ſuch Offences or Scandals Gd abousg 
For if we could ſuppo fe this, e t 
immediately arraign God's Juſticep who 
has:denounceda hana? Wo ro: ſuch Ot 
fences, and at the ſame time lays us u - 
der a nn ee them. 
Nit e 
Gn the ſupream. Wee; and Giver 
of all good things, has though fit to in- 
due Man with Faculties, proper to diltin- 
guiſh between Good and Evil. And among ; 
many other Bleſſings conferr'd upon us, 
Free- Will, and conſequently? Free- Agen- 
cy is not the leaſt valuable. He hart ſet 
before us Right and Wrong, hath promi- 
led large Rewards to the former, and un- 
oo: ſevere Puniſhments to the latter. 
Now Man, being a Free- Agent, makes 
Choice of this or that, . to the 
Liberty or Freedom of his Wi; © which 
Will is a Power of Self-Motion in Mer | 
4 andexerts it ſelf freely in Conſe 6 
the laſt Judgment of the Underſtanding, 
andi is in Realit y nothing but Gere or 
21 me ral Motive. 6 101 531821 YEW 
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nals thereſore Man morally \mov'd to 


this or that Act of Vol 177 which is the 
Be SLNT ag of all Action, f ſhould be chec- 
led or reſtrained by divine Interpoſition, 
the Liberty of Volition, or the Freedom 


of his Will, would be at once deſtroy'd; 


becauſe God determines J him to this 
that particular _ — 
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New: Whew: ene is a Determination 
without Volition, there can be no Liber- 
ill, much leſs Free- 
that we can 
d's ſpecial Pro- 
made us free, 
can, if he pleaſes, |: make us neceſſary 
Agents. But then may we not rationally 
conclude;; that we ſhould or ought never 
to be accountable for ſuch Actions which 
depend not on Choice, but Impulſe? 
Which Scheme would at once overthrow 
the Ideas we have We of God's Good: 
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1 Propoſition; - it may not t be improper to 
ar us, [ow it muſt. Ä be, rar: Or 
fences come, and at the ſame time utterz 
aà Wo to the World becauſe of Offences, 
| hither! theſe Offences do depend on His 
Providence? for it e | em W 
| unnatural to ſu Ole. 
ing ſhould permit, or at leaft connive. ls 
theſe Offences, whilſt given, andattheſame 
time threaten Wo to the World, becauſe 
of them. I anſwer briefly,” that Provi- 
dence is moſt certainly concern'd; for 
they are, in reſpect of divine Providence, 
Mediums tending to a good End, | which | 
1 ſhall endeavour to evince, both from 
Reaſon and SO os get rag g 
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1 7 Rh Reaſon, The and Cauſe 
cannot be diſappointed of his End, be- 
cauſe this Argument ſavours too much 
of Ignorance or Impotency. Now ſince 
Offences are Mediums propos d by God 
to ſerve a good End, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that they depend on his Provi- 7 
dence. However, Wl; 5 2 | 
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5 fame, The Lord hath made all Things 
- himſelf ; - yea, even the Wicked for 
Zhe Day of Evil . The Senſe is moſt 
plain, that all Thin gs are and exiſt by 
God's Providence, even Wickedneſs it 
ſell; in the Puniſhmej t of which, God 
ng ſhews, that e is not always | 
1 Mens Sins £. ne: e 
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. Win Bp needs come, / va 
„ ſerve to the Glory of God, and the 
Furtherance of the Salv: tion Lo. 122 Faith- : 
ful. e tend then, C 


1 55 0 the Glory bf. God, 3 | 
they are Arguments of his Power. In 
very Deed for this Cauſe, fays God to 
Pharaoh, have I raisd thee . far "9 
fs in thee my Power 
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, needs be 
God's Mercy ma ſhine forth 
and for this Reaſon ſome <A 1 ; 
| he mutter ze 
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3 Offences, F ft Love 
Charity towards their Offer ders is exems 
Pliffed; for, as St. Peter Argues, ' What 
Glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for. 
your Faults, ye ſhall take it patiently? 
Bas if when ye do weli and ſuffer for it, 
. tale it patiently 3 this it acceptable 
"with; God. They cc n duce likewiſe 0 
their Glory, for as much as by ſuffering 
br bearing Patiently the Injuries ofter'd 
to them, they: in ſome Meaſure reſemble 
che Son of God. From alt) which we 
Ge = :onclude;'that it luſt needs be that 
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- Offences come, and that it is by God's 
Beke char they do come. But if 
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Ah ſhould be .fo WY or. deſirous of | 
ſearching into the Reaſons: of Goda e- 
vidence, for permitting theſe Offences, I 
hall anſwer, that the Scriptures have fer 
Bounds to our Curioſity; and St. P!“ 
teaches us, that the 
are unſearchable, and his Ways paſt fin- 
ding out. In ſhort, we are by Nature 
prone to Evil, and averſy to that which 
is good; and it would ill fait with the 
_ Wiſdom of God's Providence, who bath 
made Men free Agents, to reſtrain the 
Luſts of their Hearts, or curb their inor- 
dinate AﬀeQions ; for as much as theſt O 
fences- are immediate Conſequences of 
the general Depravation of human Na- 
ture. The World is full of T enprrtian 
Temptations to Sin are on all Hands 
ſome are by their Precepts enticing — 5 
perſuading Men to that which is evilz 
others are alluring them by Promiſes of 


Judgments of G 


Riches and Greatneſs ; another Sort bßß 


Threatnings and Puniſhments, and ſo 
on; and indeed fo univerſally prevalent 
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tion — Thankfiviog, hy es any of U us 
are enabled to ftrive againſt the Stream 
of ſuch publick Examples. Where at 
length will our Wickedneſs lead us? Byày 
our manifold Offences we are laying'a 
certain Foundation of future and eternal 
Miſery. How induſtrious are we to ſow 
the Seeds, which in the Harveſt will 
produce a ſad Plenty of Anguiſh and 
Sorrow? What Pains are we taking to 
Furniſh our enraged Conſciences with fu- 
rious and bitter Stings! Like ſo many 
- poor diſtracted Wretches, cutting and 
gaſhing our ſelves ; which Wounds, 1 
for the preſent we feel not, yet in our 
Intervals of Death and Judgment, we ſhall 
too ſadly, as well as too late, find; have 
touch'd us to the ba 3 we en 
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miſerable Fruits of our Scandals and Of- 


fences, with what Horrour and Amaze- 
ment ſhall we look forward on the State 
of Deſpair and Darkneſs, in which there 
will be no Hopes, nothing but dire Re- 


morſe, for procuring to our ſelves the 


Cup of God's Wrath n 8 un- 
Ne ee Fire. 4 WF; HEE es 1 or 


- * have e confiderd he Netw 1 
of an Offence or Scandal under me 


firſt general Head, which is in ſhort, 


an Omiſſion or Commiſſion of qurg * 
to others; which Offence may be — EA 
by our Pride, Self-Conceit, by Infidelity, 
Fob ng by bad Precepts or ill Ex- 
amples. For tho? our Saviour in the 


1 ſeems to make Pride the Centre or 


Butt to which his Diſcourſe was directed, 
which by the by is a damnable Sin, the 


ſevere: Effects of which the fallen Angels 


do fadly bewail; yet is not Oſſence r 
Wan to be confin d to Pride only, 
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preparing for Riches to fly away,” . 
the ambitious Man proud of Honoars 
never deſery'd, or fairly obtain d? His 
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Folly than to be proud 
for the Superſtructure of 
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quired; or elſe, in ſuch a 


he eſteems Wealth a ſufficie at: 


Man, but the proud one, 
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ty, or the pampering his 
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prudently in Quietneſs and Pe 
are 2 Multitude of Sins which flow from 
ſack.as Wrath, 5 
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Manner, as no 
wou'd on _ 


Cl me oth 1. 


proper Baſis, 
Wealth he may 
only to ſerve 
ding his Vani- 


ride: And how 


e, eat up with 
ho, when he 


rg EM 


"a 


7 n . 

= w 

o % by 7 bad « 
E63 


* W 4 h 2. 


>? 


* - pp a * * = : 4 * 7 2 
2 » PA 4 4 . 8 * $ 7 19 * = * 8 3 2 8 br Be 
N 05 5 * - , . 85. © 2 . 5 7 TH \ Ps * 5 * 
th 2 - g g : ; * I et 1 
p f 9 : , 2 * — ? : 
* * 2 N 7 * * 4 4 . * 
Ws ON ed 4 7 1 5 8 1 * 
7 7 4 F N 7 - Yor 
9 3% ; ; 5 
. | 4 . 
. ; "43 * 1 if v 4 
: ; 15 1 — c - 
7 4 . * 1 8 8 J — on 
ox b oo a 8 
* 8 6 5 K * 2 a 4 
. 1 f „ * 8 N 46 
83 9 ts S; I's 2 2 7 . : 
BY > a; * , 0 5 
. 2 F. N 4 
8 8 * 7 4 5 £ 
£7 *% \ at; LY 2 Tas, "7 8 * bg £2 
7 8 * Y * 
4 - 
& . 
4 - 
{ 


1 Admont, the? ever 48 much g eber 5 
Jo friendly, and all to no Purpoſe, is it ͤ 
length convinc'd from Reaſons he can't 2 
avoid liſtening to, tho? much againſt hs 


and the ſevere Wrath of God? Lay then 


Will, that there is nothing” more-deſÞi- 


cable! in the Eyes of all Men, of com 


mon Senſe, than a proud Fool ? Ring 
Nebuchadnezzar was for his Pride dri- 


ven from the Society of Mankind to dwell” "I 


amongſt Beaſts. The fallen Angels, for 


neſs. And why, Ovain Man, muſt thou 
expect to-eſcape the Cenfiires of Men, 


aſide Pride, and cloath your ſelves with." 


things, will you lay ſuch Stumbling- , q 
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Blocks of Offence. in the Way? 80 fe: 
ful ought ye to be of theſe and all other 
Sins, as rather to part with thy Hand x 

thy Foot: Nay, better it it for thee to en. 


ter into Life, halt or maim d, rat 
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their Pride, were doom d to outer Dark- 1 1 


Humility ; for Meekneſs is moſt ſuitable 
to human Garb. Why, knowing theſs 
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